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Our paper ,,Technique and plastic expression in the art of iconostases makers. Romanian
churches in the Hunedoara area from the 18" to the 19 ™ centuries” aims at a continuity and a
completion of the studies carried out so far by consecrated researchers, by approaching new
details in the field of the analysis of the constituent materials, as well as relevant aspects of the
specialized observations in the domain of conservation and restoration. Thus, our contribution
lies at the border between history, art history, architecture, epigraphy, fine art, ecclesiastical art,
scientific analysis of the materials and conservation, optimistically we are framing the study as
multidisciplinary. In the course of researching and processing the large volume of information,
we did not hesitate to seek advice or clarification from experts working in the above-mentioned
fields. The initiative was encouraged both by the university professors who fully supported us
and by the rich bibliographical and tangible material that was available, which was not fully
exhausted. We consider that the subject is a vast one, therefore we do not intend to cover the
endless historical records preserved in the worship houses of Hunedoara County, but to
emphasize the importance of the concrete ideas that we can support with clear arguments, while
the uncertain ones will remain under the sphere of hypotheses that can be clarified along the
way.

The beginning of the paper marks a descriptive and sometimes a slightly critical analysis
of the published scientific works. From the numerous documentary sources, we have been able to
identify small inconsistencies which we have taken on board in our criticism, as our own field
research was severely affected by them by the time they were clarified in situ. Unfortunately, we
noticed authors who, although they had reached a saturation point on certain subjects, there were
always other specialists who tried to work on their continuation by adding modest additions. For
the contemporary period, there is a persistent trend of writing large-scale studies that contain
countless references but in terms of the authors' contributions there are insignificant approaches.
Precisely because we have tried to avoid this, we have selected and interpreted exclusively
unpublished material from the collected data, and we have taken the liberty of making references
or appreciations in the text on the praiseworthy works.

In the first chapter we have chosen to discuss a typology of the wooden churches

iconostases of Hunedoara from several points of view, such as the shape, the symbol, the



material from which it is made, the decoration, the types of eyes, the openings and the types of
doors. In order to elucidate the temporal and geographical context in which they appear, we have
researched in the field or from the existing bibliography with illustrations, some of the places of
worship belonging to neighbouring counties, among which we mention: Gorj, Timis, Arad, Alba,
Bistrita-Nasaud, Bihor, Sibiu and Cluj. The conclusions that we have drawn indicate that these
churches can be classified in a special typology, and the few exceptions are located right on the
border with neighbouring counties whose specificity they bear or are historically translocated
monuments. Hence the position, shape and symbolism of the iconostases is always the same, at
least in the part that can be seen from the nave. The reverse of the iconostases can be
differentiated in shape in the altar, depending on the upper closure of the iconostases - vaulted,
flat or concave. We have further grouped the iconostases into two structures: massive and
mobile, justifying their existence by their architectural and structural importance in the building
as a whole. The number of entrances from the nave into the altar, the shape of the openings and
the royal doors are given individual sub-chapters, as we have been able to separate these aspects
with ease. We have pointed out the shape of the iconostases' eyes, although their role in the
tympanum as a whole is still poorly understood. As a result of the field research, we have also
discovered several massive iconostases that undergo modifications according to the painters'
preferences, necessary to complete the iconographic programmes specific to the ages. Alongside
these interventions, we have also outlined the craftsman's portrait of the carpenter and the
woodworker who built these constructions.

The second chapter is notable for its listing of painters of outstanding importance, but
also for highlighting some of the inappropriate practices of repainting, redecorating with cultic
decorations or intentional and unintentional destruction of historical frescoes. Portraying and
tracing the work of each individual painter through the maps and charts presented in the annexes
has allowed us to model certain phenomena and critical assessments that serve to understand
how they acquired experience, knowledge, continuity and performance in their work. In addition,
we were able to observe certain stylistic changes that occurred as a result of collaboration
between painters on common sites. The trends can be broadly explained by the flawed
beginnings of the 17 * -18 ™ centuries, where the offered quality was a way of ensuring the
continuity of the work. The late 18™ and early 19™ centuries, were periods dominated by the high

class painters who offered us genuine works that still survive. Works that enjoyed noble



materials, laid on wooden surfaces with professionalism and piety. Unfortunately, a new
generation of painters emerged afterwards and completely broke away from the old generations
between 1830 and 1850, contributing with a series of not very valuable paintings, painted on the
walls in a dilettante manner, in many cases hiding the splendid paintings of previous times from
the eye.

In completion of the aspects analysed in the previous chapter, Chapter III supports the
statements made with a series of historical data and laboratory analyses of the constituent
materials of church painting. An understanding of the components that make up the support and
the mural painting can facilitate decisions that are not harmful to their conservation. Because
these pigments are transformed under the skill of the painters into beautiful works of art, we need
to understand that the totality of information is encoded in layers and substrates, and it is
precisely those details that shape the knowledge of the ages regarding the mural art. We have
endeavoured to analyse and interpret these materials as accurately as possible, leaving room for
future hypotheses or additions. Last but not least, we aimed to provide methodological and
practical recommendations of all the approaches which are possible in this field, to mention the
opportunities in the field, the lack of knowledge and the need for restoration. The fact that the
elements of these works are so exposed to the hazards, chemical interaction with a lot of
restoration materials is encouraged, and unintentional damage can occur much more frequently
in churches than in other works of art. From the experience that we gathered, we can appreciate
that this type of mural painting is one of the most difficult to restore, and our generation should
contribute mainly with concrete data on their conservation, leaving to the more prepared experts

of the future generations the opportunity to restore them correctly and controlled.
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