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This paper was written to introduce the evolution of the donations that the ecclesiastical

structures in the north of  Oltenia received from the rulers of Wallachia, especially during the 17 th

century and the beginning of the 18th century. From a geographical perspective, the thesis analyzes

the monasteries located in the north of Oltenia, on the current territory of the counties of Mehedinți,

Gorj and Vâlcea, whose properties and privileges were located throughout the whole of Wallachia

and  sometimes  even  beyond  its  borders.  The  bigger  picture  of  what  the  monastery  estates  in

Northern  Oltenia meant - how these domains were created and consolidated - has been outlined

through the 255 documents of donation of the rulers of Wallachia between 1632 and 1714. 

The  first  chapter,  Donations  and Royal  Donations. The state  of Research  is  a  two-part

chapter. The former part is devoted to the terminology related to properties (village, inheritance,

donations, land, estates) taxes, immunities, and tax concessions (the beekeeping tax, the personal

tax,  the  cauldron-making  tax,  the  milk-based  products  tax,  the  fish  tax,  the  cereal  tax,  the

domesticated animals’ tax, the salt tax, the trade tax, the bridge tax, the wine tax) that formed the

monastic  domains,  and  also  the  human  resource  of  these  domains  (rumâni,  enslaved  gypsies,

dependent  peasants,  royal  servants  or  royal  servants  that  were  free  from taxes)  The latter  part

presents the  historiographical sources -  the history of research - by listing the publications on the

monasteries in the north of Oltenia, the monastic land domain and the Slav-Romanian diplomacy in

Wallachia. 

The title of  the second chapter is The Slav-Romanian Diplomatics. The Classification of

Documents from a Diplomatic Perspective. Origin of  Documents. Internal Characteristics of the

Rules and regulations is the title of the second chapter. This outlines both the stages of drafting as

well as the important parts of a document that was issued by a royal institution. To classify the

documents and their internal characteristics, examples from the table of contents of the donation

documents  selected  for  analysis  within  the  framework  of  this  approach,  have  been  used.  In  a

different  subchapter,  the discussion focuses  on the  diplomatic  micro-statistics  of  the documents



issued during the period of  interest,  which is  supported by a  diagram that  reveals the situation

according to the years that appear on the mentioned documents. 

Within the third part  of the paper,  The Presentation of  the Monasteries  in the North of

Oltenia, we presented aspects related to the settlement, history, architecture, and iconography of the

ten monasteries covered in this doctoral thesis. This chapter is structured in ten subchapters, one for

each  of  the  ten  monasteries  –  Vodița,  Tismana,  Cozia,  Govora,  Bistrița,  Surpatele,  Polovragi,

Arnota, Dintr-un lemn and Hurezi.

The last section is the one that gave the title to the whole paper –  Donations and Royal

Donations  to  the  Monasteries  from  Northern Oltenia (from  Matei  Basarab  to  Constantin

Brâncoveanu). Again, the ten sub-chapters approach was used to present the ten domains of the

most important monasteries in northern Oltenia in the chronological order of their establishment. 

The most  important  properties  or  privileges  granted  to  the  monasteries  by  the  rulers  of

Wallachia were identified through documents.  Thus,  each of  the  most  important  donations  was

treated separately; we identified the first documentary attestation, the document of entry into the

property of one of the monasteries and its entire evolution in the period between the reigns of Matei

Basarab and Constantin Brâncoveanu. The importance of the donations was determined according to

the  number  of  documents  in  which  they  were  mentioned;  the  most  frequently  cited  being  the

monasteries'  hearth  villages,  which,  certainly,  represented  the  most  valuable  donations  for  the

monasteries. For each sub-chapter, we made a map – representing the domain of each monastery, to

which an 11th map was added, a map that shows the location of the monasteries, and a diagram for

each of them – attesting to the origin of each document, according to the issuer (ruler).

Naturally,  this  section  begins  with  the  subchapter  referring  to  the  donations  and  royal

donations forwarded to the monastery of  Vodița -  The Domain of  Vodița  Monastery. The  Vodița

domain could only be established based on the donation documents issued between 1374 and 1464

by  the  Wallachia  rulers,  Serbian  lords,  and  Hungarian  kings.  Vodița was  not  included  in  the

documents  of  the  rulers  in  the  17th and  early  18th centuries  because  of  its  sudden decline  that

occurred two centuries ago. The most important estates of  Vladislav Vlaicu's foundation were the

villages of Vodița, Jidovștița, Țerovățul, Bahna, Potocul, Elhovița and Bistrița.

The Domain of  Tismana Monastery is  treated in the second subchapter,  focusing on the

donations and the royal donations that  Tismana Monastery received from the rulers of Wallachia

between the reigns of  Matei Basarab and  Constantin Brâncoveanu. The donations concerning the

villages  of  Tismana (the  monastery's  hearth),  Tântava,  Turceni,  Bistrița,  Rogova,  Groșani,

Iarghivița, Comani, Ploștina, Frăteștii de jos and the Vâlcan border were only renewed by the rulers



of the previously mentioned period, being issued long before by other rulers of the region or other

private ones.

The third subchapter was redacted to define The Domain of Cozia Monastery and deals with

the villages of  Călimănești (the monastery's hearth),  Jiblea, Studenița, Cireașov, Orlea, Frăsinetul

din  Câmp,  Săpatul,  Cușmir,  Prestol,  Ulița  cea  mare  from Râmnic,  Bogdănești  and the  Câineni

border. In this case, too, the properties and privileges enumerated were confirmed by the rulers of

Wallachia only between 1632 and 1714, being mainly elaborated a long time before that by the

founder of the monastery, the ruler Mircea cel Bătrân and mother Teofana, the mother of the ruler

Mihai Viteazul.

The Domain of Govora Monastery is discussed in the fourth sub-chapter, which, as the title

highlights, contains information regarding the villages and immunities that  Govora obtained over

time from the rulers Vlad Călugărul, Radu cel Mare, Radu Paisie, and Drăgoești Boyars, that were

strengthened by rulers such as Matei Basarab, Constantin Șerban, Mihnea III and others. Between

1632 and 1714, the most frequently mentioned advantages of Govora monastery were the villages of

Govora  (the monastery's  hearth),  Nănișești,  Cerneți,  Medvejdea,  Bălotești,  Curiacea,  Malovățul,

Glodu, Strâmba, Frăsinetul din Câmp and Redea Florii.

The villages of Costești (the monastery's hearth), Gândeni, Vaideei, Stroiești, Potelu,  Șoaș,

Cândoi,  Bogdănești,  Arcești,  Florești,  Bârzești,  Lazu  and  Turburea  were  the  most  important

possessions that constituted the domain of the Bistrița olteană Monastery – as it is discussed in the

fifth subchapter. As confirmed by the reign representatives of the 17 th and 18th centuries, most of

these estates were given to Bistrița by the founder of the monastery, Boyar Barbu Craiovescu.

In The Domain of Surpatele Monastery, the sixth subchapter, we can affirm that this was not

an estate in the true sense of the word. Perhaps the poorest of our selection, Surpatele Monastery had

no villages or estates in its possession. In the donation documents granted to Surpatele monastery,

the rulers Matei Basarab and Constantin Brâncoveanu offered either tax exonerations, provisions, or

the wine tax collected from Căinești and Bodești villages. Smaller compared to the domains of the

great monasteries from Northern Oltenia, The domain of Polovragi Monastery - subchapter seven -

included  the  village  of  Polovragi  (the  monastery's  hearth),  received  from  the  founder  Danciu

Pârâianu, and was the beneficiary of the wine tax from the villages of Negoești and Mogoșani.

These were either donated or confirmed by the documents received from the rulers Matei Basarab,

Grigore Ghica, Antonie Vodă of Popești, and Constantin Brâncoveanu.

The Domain of Arnota Monastery –analyzed in subchapter eight - was created entirely by the

mercy of the ruler Matei Basarab, the founder of the monastery. The possessions (villages, estates,



mountains, and borders) that formed the domain of Arnota monastery were Bogdănești, Bărbătești,

Dobriceni, Celeiu, Măceșul, Neteda Mountain and Câineni border. Matei Basarab's donations were

reinforced by the documents of the rulers Constantin Șerban, Grigore Ghica, Radu Leon, Gheorghe

Duca, Șerban Cantacuzino, and Constantin Brâncoveanu.

The villages of Popeștii pe Otăsău, Căinești, Negroia, Studina, and Mănăilești formed The

Domain of Dintr-un lemn Monastery - debated in the ninth subchapter. The properties of the Dintr-

un lemn monastery were given mainly by Boyar Preda Brâncoveanu and confirmed by the rulers

Matei Basarab, Constantin Șerban, and Mihnea III.

The last subchapter covers the investigation of  The Domain of Hurezi Monastery. As the

Hurezi  monastery  was  founded  from  1690  to  1697,  the  reconstruction  of  the  domain  of  this

monastery was possible only based on the documents issued by the ruler Constantin Brâncoveanu.

The villages  and estates  that  formed the  Hurezi  domain  were  Horezu (the  monastery's  hearth),

Râmești,  Șirineasa,  Runcu, Otești,  Baia de Fier,  Puțuri,  Gioroc,  Bratovoiești,  Craiovița,  Sălcuța,

Belciugatul and Cojești.

The  donations  and  royal  donations  from  the  reigns  of  Matei  Basarab  and  Constantin

Brâncoveanu contributed significantly to the establishment and consolidation of the domains that

belonged to the most important monasteries in the north of Oltenia. The dynamics of the evolution

of these domains was ascending, maintaining throughout the entire period, an important share of the

whole land structure of Wallachia.
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