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more of the Current Characters being Phonograms, for 
this reason the Pictogram象形 and the Ideogram 指
事methods are no more used. The forth method, the 
Combined Ideogram or the 会意法, although is still in 
use, but is neither as widespread as the Phonogram, nor 
is does not have created as many Current Characters as 
the former method.

Hu Yu Shu further explains “The difference 
between both Ancient and Current Characters lays in 
the fact that the Ancient Characters use the Pictogram 
type to combine, whereas the Current Characters use 
the Regular Script for the combination.” “和古文
字不同的是，古文字是用象形的字形来会意，
现代汉字则用楷书字形来会意 。” Obviously, 
the most adequate example for this theory will be “
耷” (pronunciation: dā; meaning: 大耳朵)”， “
籴” (pronunciation: dí; meaning: buy up grain). To 
a better understanding of the method of creation of 
the Current Characters, Hu Yu Shu makes use of his 
own imagination, so the definition he came up with 
is the following: “合形合音合义字”. Let us take as 
an example the character “巯” (pronunciation: qiú; 
meaning: hydrosulfuryl). In this exceptional situation 
the foundation of the pronunciation is the product 
of combining the pronunciation of the following 
two characters “氢” (pronunciation: qīng; meaning: 
hydrogen) and “硫” (pronunciation: liú; meaning: 
sulfur), at the same time what fantastically dumbs us 
with surprise is the final meaning of the character. 

Having "The Six Methods" or in Chinese “六
书” as the basis of his theory, Gao Geng Sheng in 

his book entitled „Standard Problems in the Current 
Characters” 《现行汉字规范问题》originally 
classified the Current Character creation method into 
three main categories: The Marked Characters记号字, 
The Semi-marked Characters 半记号字 and The Non-
marked Characters非记号字. 

In his view, The Marked Characters记号字 are 
Chinese Characters which can not be analyzed by 
the form and structure of the Current Character, nor 
by the strokes or radicals.  According to their inner 
components, The Marked Characters 记号字 can be 
divided into two types: Single Marked Characters独体
记号字 and Composed Marked Characters 合体记号
字. Between this two types of characters occurs some 
differences too. The Single Marked Character or the 独
体记号字 is composed out of strokes and is divided 
into four types:

1、From the Ancient Pictogram从古代象形
字变来的， 例如：“月” (pronunciation: yuè; 
meaning: month, moon)

2、From the Ancient Ideogram从古代指事字变
来的， 例如： “本” (pronunciation: běn; meaning: 
this, source, origin)

3、From the Ancient Combined Ideogram从古
代会意字变 来的 ，例如：“及” (pronunciation: jí; 
meaning: and)

4、From the Ancient Phonogram从古代形声字
变 来的 ，例如：“更” (pronunciation: gèng, gēng; 
meaning: to change, more, still)

As far as the Combined Marked Characters 合体
记号字 regards, it consists out of radicals and is also 
divided into four types:

1、From the Ancient Pictogram从古代象形字
变来的，例如：“壶” (pronunciation: hú; meaning: 
pot)

2、From the Ancient Ideogram从古代指事字变
来的，例如：“交” (pronunciation: jiāo; meaning: to 

(胡裕树 《现代汉语》)

(高更生《现行汉字规范问题》)






