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What is the difference between Chinese language 
and its written characters? Human race makes use of 
language in order to communicate. Through language 
we can accumulate knowledge, moreover the culture 
of a country is also build, but the advantage of having 
characters is that one can record the language, as well 
as exchange information. The use of language is what 
draws the distinction between man and animal, yet 
characters differentiate between the human society and 
the civilization.

The source of China’s history is distant and the flow 
is long; it acts as a mark of written language. Chinese 
characters are sustained by a 5000 years old Chinese 
civilization. The history of the development of Chinese 
characters is influenced by the development of the 
Chinese people. One can for sure admit that the Chinese 
characters are both unique and beautiful, therefore 
they are not only a symbol for the Chinese civilization, 
but also Chinese people regard it as their national 

treasure. Chinese characters have been under constant 
development. It is not a surprise that, Chinese characters 
are already used by a great number of people from all 
over the world, not to mention that they are the only 
characters that had been used for such a long period of 
time.

Chinese characters emerged from pictographic 
characters. What is a pictographic character? This type 
of characters have developed from the drawings and 
are classified as ideographic characters. The earliest 
pictographic characters have appeared in four great 
countries with and ancient civilization - known in 
Chinese as 四大文明古国- , Ancient Egypt (古埃
及), Ancient Babylon (古巴比仑), Ancient India (
古印度) and China (中国). The Chinese scholars Shi 
Ding Guo and Luo Wei Dong have presented thus in 
The Wisdom of Chinese Characters (2013) the creation 
of the pictographic characters: “Ancient Egypt had a 
sacred style of calligraphy, people from Ancient Babylon 
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The present article is the introductory section from a larger study entitled The History and Culture of Chinese 
Characters. The aim of this paper is not only to offer a better understanding of what is believed to be the origin of 
Chinese characters, but to further arouse the interest into this subject. I will first offer a short historical view of the 
Chinese characters by means of synthesizing the most relevant bibliographical sources in this respect. Furthermore, I 
will briefly describe three of the most important stories related to the origin of the Chinese characters.
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